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The Pentecost Experience 
 
In the beginning God breathed life into our first parents, Adam & Eve. God not only gave them a human 
life but also a spiritual life, to dwell with Him forever. They set a greater price on their human life and 
allowed their spiritual life to ebb away. 
 
Jesus died and rose to bring us the gift of that life & friendship again. He died willingly despite the 
betrayals he experienced prior to death and the hundred and million betrayals he has suffered by us 
since. After his resurrection he appeared to those who had let him down and he breathed upon them, 
He breathed a new life into them, he took away the barriers and offered shalom to all. Shalom is not just 
peace but a way of life, the Christian Way of life as it is meant to be. Love God, Love self, love others and 
within that experience and share the peace that it brings. 
 
He promises the disciples that they would receive power and this is what it is: 

• The power to let go of fear, symbolised by the closed door of the upper room. Fear of risk, to 
allow the pain of remembering to surface, fear of the truth, self knowledge, where I have been, 
what I have done, unfaithfulness, sin, fear of falling apart, fear of being ridiculed, isolated, 
different. 

• The power to overcome barriers of doubt, lack of tangible faith, self assurance, certainty, head 
knowledge, Intelligence. 

• The power of new life, living baptism, reality and experience. Willing to die and rise many times. 
 
The disciples experienced transfiguration of Christ, they saw Elijah the prophet, symbolised by the wind, 
they saw Moses the law giver, symbolised by the fire, both symbolising the old covenant alongside Jesus 
the fulfilment of the new. And as they hid away, full off fear, barricaded into that room, the Holy Spirit 
came to them in the form of wind and fire and: 
 

• they remembered the transfiguration, they were re – membered into Christ and into each other;  
• they were set free from fear, gifted with new life; Christ is alive not dead and in that certainty 

they too were transformed, 
• they too were signs of the new covenant moving on from the old.  
• they were sent out to speak the language of faith, 
• to tell their stories,  
• to speak into the hearts of the lame, the blind, the deaf,  
• to speak in the language they had longed to know deep within themselves whether they knew it 

or not,  
• to speak to them of choice and decision, conversion, life or death, responsibility and 

accountability. 
• when the Holy Spirit is given permission to enter our life there is no fear, like Lazarus we are 

called to rise, I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me will never die he will 
have eternal life Do you believe this? 

• the Pentecostal Experience proclaims the reign of God Luke 4: 18 - 21 
• the Pentecostal experience brings us to corporate realisation (Col 3) 
• from individuals into communion with each other and with the Trinity  
• there is no such thing as an individual Christian 
• we are a new creation 2 Cor. 5: 17 
• a new self Col 3: 9 
• we are transformed from egocentric to other centred.  

 
Without this transformation the danger is that my religion will become self-centred, my spirituality 
remaining immature, seeking experiences again and again but taking no concrete action in response to 
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the call I have received. Following the signs and wonders brigade! Making Idols; depriving God his 
rightful place as centre of my life. 
 
I remain immature and there is no transformation, no freedom, no energy, and no life. 
 
It is not about me, or shallow emotionalism or private devotions, good as they can be. There is no 
obligation for those but there is to speak of Christ. The mission of Christ is for all and it is our job today 
to do it and to tell it. The third dimension of obedience, listening to the call. 
 
It is about change, courage, knowing, expectancy, being sought and found loved and named and 
response. 
 
In experiencing the new life of the Holy Spirit we do not experience anything new, nor receive anything 
new in the intellect, but we come to a new realisation of who I am, son/daughter of Christ, I am 
dignified, justified, a new understanding what I have, what I know intellectually, what I have professed 
with my lips, but have never ‘real a lised’ made real in my life. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 
“Father you are holy indeed and all creation rightly gives you praise. All life, all holiness comes from you 
through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit. 
 
From age to age you take a people to yourself, so that from east to west a perfect offering may be made 
to the glory of your name. And so Father we bring you these gifts (this, you and me). We ask you to make 
them holy by the power of your spirit, that they may become the body and blood of your son our lord, 
Jesus Christ, at whose command we celebrate this Eucharist”. 
 
We are called to live lives as Jesus did, and we can only achieve this through the Holy Spirit. We are 
gifted and we are asked to gift ourselves back in service; to bear fruit, to love God, self and one another. 
The Holy Spirit shows us Jesus as alive as Paul prays; “May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
Glory, give me a spirit of wisdom & perception of what is revealed, to bring me to full knowledge of him. 
May he enlighten my mind so that I can see what hope his call holds for me.”   


